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none are now alive who were actors or instruments in that
tragedy, it is thought hard and uncharitable to keep up the
memory of it for all generations.

Now, because I conceive most of you to be ignorant in
many particulars concerning that horrid murder, and the
rebellion which preceded it ; I will,

First^ relate to you so much of the story as may be sufficient

for your information :
Secondly, I will tell you the consequences which this bloody

deed had upon these kingdoms :
And, Lastly, I will shew you to what good uses this solemn

day of humiliation may be applied.

As to the first : In the reign of this prince, Charles the
Martyr, the power and prerogative of the king were much
greater than they are in our times, and so had been for at
least seven hundred years before ; And the best princes we
ever had, carried their power much farther than the blessed
Martyr offered to do in the most blameable part of his
reign. But, the lands of the Crown having been prodigally
bestowed to favourites, in the preceding reigns, the succeed-
ing kings could not support themselves without taxes raised
by Parliament ; which put them under a necessity of fre-
quently calling those assemblies: And, the crown lands
being gotten into the hands of the nobility and gentry,
beside the possessions of which the Church had been robbed
by King Henry the Eighth, power, which always follows
property, grew to lean to the side of the people, by whom
even the just rights of the Crown were often disputed.

But further : Upon the cruel persecution raised against
the Protestants, under Queen Mary, among great numbers
who fled the kingdom to seek for shelter, several went and
resided at Geneva, which is a commonwealth, governed
without a king, and where the religion, contrived by Calvin,
is without the order of bishops. When the Protestant faith
was restored by Queen Elizabeth, those who fled to Geneva
returned among the rest home to England, and were grown
so fond of the government and religion of the pkce they
had left, that they used all possible endeavours to introduce
both into their own country ; at the same time continually